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TODAY

Drummer and mime play a

new kind of African jazz

No easy walk

"By Adrienne Sichel
The Star, Johannasburg
ONE of the gems on the angst-rid-

.

.den Fringe is No Easy Yalk - a his-

"Artist  Andrew

tory in mime and music by the
Mouthpeace Company.

Last year’s controversial Young
Buckland (whose
theatrepiece Pas de Deux was both
booed and cheered) has teamed up

~with percussionist Maciek Schejbal.

For close on a magical hour Buck-

land and his finely trained body and
‘Schejbal, playing drums, bells, a

metronome, mbira, xylophone, new-
look marimba, cymbals et al take
the audience on a journey. An
audio-visual portrait (without the
benehit of the required fancy light-
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of Pan as a frustrated artist in

ing)

freedom.

. No Easy Walk, which features thc
percussionist in traditional white
face and the mime without make-
up, is deliciously funny, intelligent
and wildly entertaining. Above all
it's a tour, de force of collaborate

scarch of artistic and r.crnturml,

" skills and BJ'[ISLF}"

The final Festival part'nrmanc:c s

* this morning at Canterbury Hall at

10.30 am.
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= But the most fascina
nf the Buckland and ej«
ormance is the way they

use music-tu create_an unseen,)|”
multi-facetted and-distinct char-
acter. The music.becomes part] -
muse, part cuimmentadi.;c];r part| N
an angel — guiding man
mthmugh his turmoils and, in one

sequence, preventing him from|.
committing suicide by a remind-

er of challenges still to be over-
come.

* Schejbal’'s masterly adaptation
of a wide range of c cal mu-

sic (particularly that of Bach) to

drums, castanets, cymbals, vi-

is magnetic. At times he

AMonday, July 6, TO8T  jumber 4

| duces the effect of a full urc

‘Standard Bank National A

Star TONIG

tra — then just individually en-
capsulated sounds. % -
This is a show which sh-:-uld

braphone, kalimba and nm*xmha grea

= BLEND OF
MIME AND
MUSIC.
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'ANDREW : Buckland ami
Maciek Schejbal last night
an admirably en-
tertaining display of talent. -
Their shuw achieves depth
in ‘the complementing of
one medium by another
with imaginative skill. To-
gether the parts are
ter than the whole.
. Excellent actor, Andrew
Buqlﬂand uses mime for a
sustained parrative of life
before birth, through joyful
babyhood, rough childhood,
frustrated youth, to rebel-
lious adulthood ... It has
touches of hurmur and pa-
thes.. | -

THE CRITICS T Egﬁg hsiuanﬁEd .The sfs:asun is
A glorious tnbute to the human spirit

Ordinarily, mime is

not your everyday,
entertainment for the; peAT o

man in the street,
At Jeast, it hasn't

been in the past, but the

show mounted by actor
Andrew Buckland and
musician Maciek Schej-
bal crosses many boun-*
daries of consciousness
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DIRECTOR: Soll Philander | ' ' |

. belling against the con-
:finement of the womb, .

sr.lrchingfu-:nnen-

trance to the world,

by Eﬁ.EAl.T MacllAM :
sy Walk (Laager at the Market) « -
PLAYERS: Andrew Buckland and Haclel Schej--

be the theme of the

show.. | | |
Buckland's mime

tells us how we strive

fxxg

and brings to the I-:ra uniﬂthamntday

many recognisable me- -
m

ty which - appea]s
strongly.

created a variation of
the art form which can
be enjoyed by evervone -
in the theatregoing fam--
ily.

Sub-titled “a history

es with a simplici-". depletion of m chlld*:

~dependency on the par-
dent for life and the pars;
. Together thi::.r have ¥ent's"need to express:

and fall' and rise and
i fall and rlse again,

| Schejbal suggests
through ' his music on
xylophone, drums, cym-
bals and snatches from

love i3 a glorious trib<i

-ute to humanity, won-

drously shown by Buck- Z
Iil:ld and Schejbal, i
The subtle directorial

“hand of Soll Philander

in mime and musm,~.¢-iltlﬂhﬂb¢uenlnlhl:{

the production takes us'”
through a life from t.he
moment an Infant Is re-”

memu-rablc sequence.
That life is not a bowl:

“of cherries could well

Bach, Chopin, and Mo-
zart on a whole variety :
of other, percussion in-
struments that hope is
just around the corner
and that the human
spirit is unconquerable.

Together they take
their avdience on a trip
through all the ages of -

.man and they do this

with delightful humour .

., and wonderful under-
standing of nature.
In this production it

- 18 th ici ho is
; & Musiclan w l.i‘ ElHi

given the clown's white
face, the mime  artist
whe Is without make-
up, and that contradie-
Ction of tradition be-
i comes the mrm fur the
| show. " .
i It ﬂplﬂdu w:th id&a:
i and gives small surpris-

11!15 pleasures at . the

i most  unexpected - mo-

| ments, fust as life gives
¢ its pleasures and sur-
| prises without warning.

The combination of

! the two artists' talents

. broadens our horizons

;nm:l demonstrates that
we need nol impose
nl.lmll.al.l{ms on our own
‘abilities.

' lander.

This is what 1 would
. think was intended.
=« It's funny, it's serious,
its subtle and always
pleasurably enjoyable.
It's a new experience
the performers
have crealed an excel-
lent partnership. be-
tween themselves and
with director Soli. Phl

~The muslc raises it to
novelty by sensitively ar-
_ticulating the mime angd
“providing changes of mood.
‘Mackiek Schejbal gives a
mtumn _performance. He
uses a ' great range of
instruments, from a sophis-
ticated xylophone and two
marimbas to dramatic
drums and cymbals. :
= Using four hammers, two
hammers, sticks and
brushes, he Hriesinﬂnitely
the elements of pltch
Ihjthmﬂndtermre
. —RRW Hl:nn




